Questions to Help Evaluate Your Own Papers
[bookmark: _GoBack]The essay as a whole:
 
1.      Is your thesis original and worthwhile, or have you simply re-created what’s already been said in class or in the text itself?
2.      Is your treatment of the thesis fresh and interesting? (i.e. offering your own original and complex thoughts, rather than stating the obvious)
3.      Have you made any generalizations or questionable statements that you have not supported?
4.      Are your supporting details relevant to the topic?
5.      Does your introduction arouse your reader’s interest? (i.e. does it suggest a topic or question that we’re likely to want to learn about?)
6.      Does your introduction include your thesis?
7.      Does your conclusion make your paper sound finished and does it refer to your thesis? It should also clearly state why the preceding discussion was necessary or of interest. 
8.      Have you employed clear, logical transitions between your sentences and paragraphs to enable your reader to follow your train of thought?
 Paragraphs:
1.      Does each paragraph in the body of your essay have a clear controlling idea?
2.      Does each paragraph contain specific details that expand or clarify its controlling idea?
3.      Are the sentences in each paragraph arranged in the best order for clarity and emphasis?
4.      Does the topic of this paragraph flow naturally from the previous one, and lead us logically to the next one?
 Sentences:
1.      Is every sentence clearly related to your thesis?
2.      Do your sentences maintain a pleasing variety of expressions (rather than repetitions of words or phrases)?
3.      Do your sentences avoid ambiguity?
4.      Are there errors in punctuation or spelling?
5.      Are the verb tenses consistent throughout the paper?
6.      Are the bulk of your verbs active and vivid? (i.e. instead of “She is mysterious.”, try “She exudes mystery” or “She possesses an air of mystery.”
7.      Do the subjects and verbs agree in number? (i.e. “he fishes”/“they fish”)
8.      Do the pronouns have definite antecedents? Do pronouns and nouns agree in number and person? (i.e. “My paper bites.”/”Our papers bite.”) >;-\

