MACBETH – Socratic Seminar Preparation/Study Guide

a. Choose three of the six points listed below, (themes, concepts, questions).
b. Jot down your response, analysis, or estimation. 

c. Locate at least two places in the text of Macbeth that support your response, (just as you would do in a paper.) 

d. Write down the location, (citation,) where this support is located in the play. (Act, scene, lines, page number if you use the textbook versions of the play.)

EXAMPLE…

	Q #1
	Your response: “blah blah blah…”
	Text support citation/location: Act III, scene III, lines…

	
	
	


YOU WILL TURN IN THESE NOTES YOU PREPARED TO ME FOR PART OF YOUR CREDIT FOR THE SOCRATIC SEMINAR, (50%).

MAJOR CONCEPTS and THEMES in MACBETH

1. There is an idea during the Elizabethan period that there is a natural order to things, a Great Chain of Being. When everything is in its proper position there is harmony. When the order is broken, everything is upset and everyone is affected.

What is the natural order of things in the world of Macbeth? How is the order disrupted? Explain.

2. Is Macbeth a tragic hero? What evidence in the play would back up your response to this question?

3. How does Lady Macbeth motivate Macbeth throughout the play? What different things does she want to get him to do, and how does she get him to do them? What does she say? What does she do?

4. Consider the paradox of Macbeth – fate VS. free will, & his ambition VS. the witches’ prophecy. What are your thoughts on the paradox?

5. In Act V how does Birnam wood come to Macbeth?

6. What are the prophecies that the witches made at the start of the play, and what does Macbeth eventually come to realize about the prophecies? What did the witches symbolize?
