Article of the Week Assignment/Reaction Paper/Critical Review
In order to improve background knowledge and to practice reading the types of informational texts that are commonly found in college, each week, students will be given an article to read and respond to.  The response to the article will alternately be written in class and at home.  Students who are absent must be sure to pick up the article as soon as they get back to school.  Responses written at home must be typed in MLA format and printed out before the start of class.  The rubric for grading this assignment is attached.
Requirements:
1. Include a brief INTRODUCTION  (paragraph 1)
a. Author, title of the piece, title of the book/journal/periodical from which it was taken, publisher and year or publication (if relevant); articles are in quotation marks
b. The topic or subject of the piece

c. The author’s purpose or motive for writing the piece

d. The author’s thesis/position (this might be similar to the purpose, but not necessarily

e. Conclude the introduction with a brief statement of your evaluation of the text. 

2. Include a SUMMARY/SYNOPISIS that shows you understand the thesis, main ideas, and supporting details in the piece you are writing about.  (paragraph 2)
a. The author’s key points with primary supporting details

3. Include an ANALYSIS/EVALUATION that shows that you understand the strengths and weaknesses of the piece; what does the author do well and what does he or she do not so well (paragraph 3)
a. Was the piece convincing?  Why or why not, specifically? Is it well-researched?

b. Did the author overlook or leave out anything important?  What?

c. Did the author overemphasize anything? What?

d. Is the author one-sided (even if he or she takes your side), or does the author presented a balanced view?

e. You must include text references to support your analysis.

4. Include your REACTION that shows how you react to the piece on a personal level?  How does the piece relate to your experience? (paragraph 4)
a. Did the piece hold your interest?  Why or why not?

b. Did the piece bother or annoy you?  Why or why not?

c. What did you realize as a result of reading the piece?

d. What questions does the piece raise for you – about the material, about other things?

e. What connections can you make?  To yourself? Another text? The world? 

f. Use the text to support your reaction.
5. Include a CONCLUSION that briefly restates your evaluation of the article and any other necessary qualifications or explanations to show that your critique is fair and reasonable. (paragraph 5)

6. Responses should show evidence of reading comprehension. This can be achieved by using quotes from the article, using examples from the article, or referring back to specific aspects of the article in your writing.

7. Typed, MLA Format

8. Evidence of Active Reading (Annotation of text)

Article of the Week Rubric

Name___________________________________________ date _________________

	Rubric
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Summary
	Accurately summarizes both the overall content of the piece as well as the author’s purpose.
	Summarizes the piece and the author’s purpose but fails to address all the points of the article
	Summarize either the content of the article or the author’s purpose, but not both.
	Fails to fully summarize the overall content and author’s purpose.

	Analysis
	Clear, fully developed analysis with strong evidence of reading comprehension; maintains focus on topic throughout
	Ideas clearly developed; some evidence of reading comprehension.
	Ideas not clearly developed; little or no evidence of reading comprehension; loses focus at times
	Fails to provide a full and complete analysis.

	Reaction
	Clear, fully articulated reaction with strong evidence of reading comprehension; connections clear.
	Reaction clearly developed; some evidence of reading comprehension.
	Reaction not clearly developed; little or no evidence of reading comprehension; loses focus at times
	Fails to provide full and complete response.

	Grammar/
Conventions
	No grammar/mechanical errors; skillfully integrates evidence from the text.
	Some grammar/mechanical errors; some integration of evidence.
	Some grammar/mechanical errors; little integration of evidence.
	Distracting level of mistakes; no integration of evidence.

	MLA Format
	All MLA formatting requirements met.
	One mistake MLA formatting.
	Two mistakes MLA formatting.
	Three or more mistakes MLA formatting.

	Evidence of Active Reading
	Thorough 

annotations 

reveal an

understanding of 

the complexities

in the text; 

Comments  demonstrate 

analysis and 

interpretation—

thinking beyond the surface level of the text. Insightful connections.
	Text has been 

annotated 

reasonably well

with questions, 

observations, 

and/or reflections of the content as well as the writing. Some connections.
	Text has been Somewhat annotated.

Comments limited to paraphrases

rather than analysis/
interpretation. 

Little/no thinking 

beyond the surface of the text. One connection.
	Text is primarily 

underlined 

and/or 

highlighted with 

few/no 

annotations.
No connections.  

	
	
	
	
	


