The Wrath of Grendel

1. Why does Grendel attack Herot? What does he resent about Hrothgar and his men?

2. What is the significance of Grendel being decended from Cain?

3. What does the story of Grendel’s origins suggest about the beliefs of the Anglo-Saxons?

4. What are the main ideas in the sentences in lines 34-40?

5. Why do the Danes flee Herot?

6. What might have Herot symbolized before the coming of Grendel?  After?

7. Identify the conflict between good and evil with an example from this section.

8. Identity an example of alliteration and of a kenning.

The Coming of Beowulf

1. Why does Beowulf sail to Denmark?

2. Why is Hrothgar’s watchman concerned about the arrival of Beowulf and his men?

3. How does the watchman recognize Beowulf as a hero?

4. What does Beowulf’s way of identifying himself suggest about the values of a warrior culture?

5. Paraphrase lines 125 – 131.

6. How doe Beowulf’s boasts of his great deeds and his announcements of his plan establish him as a hero?

7. Paraphrase Beowulf’s plan in lines 264 – 279.

8. What does Beowulf ask of Hrothgar?

9. What values and beliefs of warrior culture does Beowulf’s attitude toward death express?

10. List four heroic characteristics of Beowulf.

11. Identify an example of alliteration and of a kenning.

The Battle with Grendel

1. Why does Beowulf wait, allowing Grendel to kill one of the Geats, before he attacks Grendel?

2. How do the “renamings” of Grendel in line 325 emphasize the weighty significance of the battle that is about to begin?

3. Describe the battle between Beowulf and Grendel.

4. What advantage does Beowulf have in his fight with Grendel?  Give evidence to prove your answer.

5. How does Beowulf wound Grendel?
6. Paraphrase the sentence in lines 392-397.

