PERSUASIVE WRITING TASK


This writing task will give you the opportunity to demonstrate how well you can organize, express, and support your ideas in written text.

Writing Situation

The Point Pleasant Board of Education is revising its English curriculum for eleventh grade.  It has decided students should not be required to read works by Shakespeare because they present themes and ideas that are unrealistic and inaccurate in our present world and have no relevance to our society.  The English department, on the other hand, argues that Shakespeare and his works are relevant because they help students better deal with dilemmas and interactions in their own lives.  After much discussion, the eleventh grade English teachers have convinced the Board to listen to the voices of the students who are required to read Shakespeare.  After reading all the responses, the Board of Education will decide whether or not it will include Shakespeare in the revised curriculum. 
Your English teacher has asked students to write a letter to the Board of Education explaining their position on why Shakespeare’s works and especially, Hamlet:  Prince of Denmark should or should not remain in the curriculum.
Directions for Writing

Write a letter to the Point Pleasant Board of Education explaining why Hamlet:  Prince of Denmark should or should not be required reading for 11th graders.  What is it about the play and its message(s) for our society that makes it relevant or completely outdated?    Support your position with reasons, examples, facts, and/or other evidence.  
