Basic Grammatical Sentence Types
· simple sentence – a sentence with one independent clause and potentially some phrases
Shortly before midnight, the doorbell rang.

· compound sentence – a sentence with two or more independent clauses and potentially some phrases
Shortly before midnight, the doorbell rang, so I went to the door.

· complex sentence – a sentence with an independent clause and at least one dependent clause (and potentially some phrases)
Shortly before midnight, I went to the door because the doorbell rang.

· compound-complex sentence – a sentence with at least two independent clauses and at least one dependent clause (and potentially some phrases)

Shortly before midnight, the doorbell rang, so I went to the door because I wondered who was there.

Other ways of classifying sentences . . . 

· balanced sentence – a sentence in which words, phrases, or clauses are set off against each other to emphasize a contrast or parallel

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times . . . 

· cumulative/loose sentence – a sentence in which the main independent clause is elaborated by the successive addition of modifying clauses or phrases

I look forward to a great future for America, a future in which our country will match its military strength with our moral restraint, its wealth with our wisdom, its power with our purpose. 
· periodic sentence – a sentence in which the main clause, and thus the meaning, is not complete until the end of the sentence; additional modifying phrases and clauses may appear before the main clause ends

If, instead of listening to the war-mongers of the military-industrial establishment, the politicians had only listened to what people had been writing in their letters and in the newspaper columns, if they had only listened to what the demonstrators had been shouting in the streets and on the campuses, if they had only listened to what was in their hearts, the war would have ended long ago.
· declarative sentence – a sentence that makes a statement (.)
We hold these truths to be self evident . . . 

· interrogative sentence  – a sentence that asks a question (?)
Do we hold these truths to be self evident?

· exclamatory sentence  – a sentence of strong feeling (!)
We should hold these truths to be self evident!

· Imperative sentence – a sentence that issues a command 
Bob, hold these truths to be self evident.

(may have an implied “you” as subj.)
Hold these truths to be self evident.
