AP English Literature 2013-2014
Summer Reading Assignments


Dear Parents and Students:
	I am very excited about teaching next year's senior Advanced Placement English Literature class because I believe it is going to be a great educational experience! The information below describes your summer reading and essay assignments. While I am busy this summer planning next year's work, I hope you will enjoy reading the works and doing the assignments indicated. The summer reading program is an important feature of the A. P. English program (and the English program as a whole),  and it serves many functions:  
		1) to keep you active as readers, broadening your horizons 
		2) to forestall summer brain atrophy   
		3) to help you understand some of the "main sources of moral 
		and political ideals" upon which our country's laws are founded, 
		4) to enable us to begin the year with cogent, meaningful, and 
		analytical discussions
		5) to enable you to have intellectual stimulation and fun. This 
		important requirement will ease your transition into the A.P. 
		Literature Program.

1. College Application  A college admissions essay for at least one school you're considering and complete the Common Applications form and create an account at:  
 	
	 https://www.commonapp.org/CommonApp/Default.aspx

2. Edmodo.com All students will also participate in discussions about selected readings via the online discussion board Edmodo.com.  Each student must read the short stories and poems below and respond to a edmondo.com discussion question at least once for each of the titles listed below: 
	Sign up for the discussions at:  http://www.edmodo.com/
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Group Code: schq35
Topics for Discussion:
A. Respond by June 10:“The Chrysanthemums” by John Steinbeck; “Hills like White Elephants” by Ernest Hemingway.
B. Respond by June 20:“A Good Man is Hard to Find” by Flannery O’Connor; and “Sonny’s Blues” by James Baldwin.
C. Respond by July 10:“Dover Beach” by Matthew Arnold; “Sonnets 130 & 29” by William Shakespeare.
Each student must reply to the questions posted on the edmondo.com  page.


. 
3. Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka In addition to the above assignments, all students in the course must read Franz Kafka's Metamorphosis, which is available to read online (Google-Franz Kafka’s Metamorphosis Etext),   and do a creative response to it.  (The quality of your response will be my first impression of you and your work.   I expect intelligent thought, insight, breadth, depth, and creativity.  Some responses may include (but you are NOT limited to these):

a.   a children's book
b.   a series of comic strips totally depicting the major aspects of the work
c.   a Prezi presentation
d.   an AP-style analysis of the work based on biographical / historical information of the author and the work (full-length essay)

4.  How To Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster Read and complete the writing assignments for How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster. (See attached sheets at end of packet.)

5. Novel Reading and AP-style essay Read TWO of the four works below and do one of the written assignments (a 1000-word essay) on them. Follow MLA format (see http://www.studyguide.org/MLAdocumentation.htm) and write immediately after finishing the works. When you return in September, you will turn in your essays for a grade. (See last page.) Go to GOOGLE and search AP Essay Samples and Rubric to see how they will be graded (0-9). 
            If you have any questions, you can always e mail me at ann.mullis@lpsb.org
(These are questions from past AP Literature tests. The books will be available at                     Books-a-million and are at the Livingston Parish library. Buying the books will enable you to annotate them - a useful skill.
Cold Mountain by Charles Frazier
 Angela's Ashes   by Frank McCourt
   Stones from the River by Ursula Hegi
           A Prayer for Owen Meany   by John Irving
A. The assignment: For each of these works that you read from the list, you will write an AP-style essay of 1000 words (about three typed, double-spaced pages) using data and evidence from the novel to support a well-crafted thesis.  You will receive bonus points if you read more than one of the books and write an essay on it.
B. Dialectical Journal: For each of the works that you read from the list, you will keep a dialectical journal with 5-6 entries per chapter following the format on the attached sheet. (See Dialectical Journal Format sheet at the end of this packet.)
C. AP English Major Work Review Guide:  For each of the works that you read from the list, you will complete the AP English Major Work Review Guide. (See the attached sheets)	
							
Sincerely,
  
Ann Mulls
AP English Literature


Cold Mountain by Charles Frazier
A.	1995	Writers often highlight the values of a culture or a society by using characters who are alienated from that culture or society because of gender, race, class, or creed. Choose a  novel in which such a character plays a significant role, and show how that character's alienation reveals the surrounding society's assumptions and moral values. Avoid plot summary.
B.	1982	In great literature, no scene of violence exists for its own sake. Choose a work of literary merit that confronts the reader or audience with a scene or scenes of violence. In a well-organized essay, explain how the scene or scenes contribute to the meaning of the complete work. Avoid plot summary.
C.	1966	Frequently in novels, an important character violates the laws, the conventions, the rules of conduct of a society. In presenting such characters and actions, the author's purpose may be (1) to arouse our sympathy for the character who is violating the rules of society; (2) to divide our interest sharply between sympathy for the character and desire to 
support the principles of society; (3) to arouse our "satiric mirth" at the character who is violating the principles of society; and (4) to laugh with the character at the conventions that are being violated. Write a well-organized essay, illustrating in some detail two or more of these purposes. Avoid plot summary.

Angela's Ashes by Frank McCourt
A. 	1977	A character's attempt to recapture or reject the past is important in many plays, novels and poems. Choose a literary work in which a character views the past with such feelings as reverence, bitterness or longing. Show with clear evidence from the work how the character's view of the past is used to develop a theme in the work. Avoid plot summary.

B.	1990	Choose a novel or play that depicts a conflict between a parent (or parental figure) and a son or daughter. Write an essay in which you analyze the sources of the conflict and explain how the conflict contributes to the meaning of the work. Avoid plot summary.

C.	1985	A critic has said that one important measure of a superior work of literature is its ability to produce in the reader a healthy confusion of pleasure and disquietude. Select a  work that produces this "healthy confusion." Write an essay in which you explain the sources of the "pleasure and disquietude" experienced by the readers of the work. Do not base your essay on a movie, television program, or other adaptation of a work. Avoid plot summary.

Stones from the River by Ursula Hegi
A.	1987	Some novels and plays seem to advocate changes in social or political attitudes or in traditions. Choose such a novel or play and note briefly the particular attitudes or traditions that the author wishes to modify. Then analyze the techniques the author uses to influence the reader's or audience's views. Avoid plot summary.
B.	1988	Choose a distinguished novel or play in which some of the most significant events are mental or psychological; for example, awakenings, discoveries, changes in consciousness. In a well-organized essay, describe how the author manages to give these internal events the sense of excitement, suspense, and climax usually associated with external action. Do not merely summarize the plot.

C.	1966	Frequently in novels, an important character violates the laws, the conventions, the rules of conduct of a society. In presenting such characters and actions, the author's purpose may be (1) to arouse our sympathy for the character who is violating the rules of society; (2) to divide our interest sharply between sympathy for the character and desire to 
support the principles of society; (3) to arouse our "satiric mirth" at the character who is violating the principles of society; and (4) to laugh with the character at the conventions that are being violated. Write a well-organized essay, illustrating in some detail two or more of these purposes. Avoid plot summary.

D.	1966	In many novels and plays, minor characters contribute significantly to the total work. They often have particular functions, e.g., as instruments in the plot, foils to the main characters, commentators on the main action and theme, and the like. Write a well-organized ssay showing how three minor characters function in the work in which they appear. Avoid plot 
summary.

E.	1976	The conflict created when the will of an individual opposes the will of the majority is the recurring theme of many novels, plays and essays.  From a work of recognized literary merit, select a fictional character who is in opposition to his or her society. In a critical essay, analyze the conflict and discuss the moral and ethical implications for both the individual and the society. Do not summarize the plot or action of the work you choose. 

A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving
A.	1978	Choose an implausible or strikingly unrealistic incident or character in a work of fiction or drama of recognized literary merit. Write an essay that explains how the incident or character is related to the more realistic or plausible elements in the rest of the work. Avoid plot summary.

B.	1977	In some novels or plays certain parallel or recurring events prove to be significant. In an essay, describe the major similarities and differences in a sequence of parallel or recurring events in a novel or play and discuss the significance of such events. Do not merely summarize the plot.

C.	1973	An effective literary work does not merely stop or cease; it concludes. In the view of some critics, a work that does not provide the pleasure of significant closure has terminated with an artistic fault. A satisfactory ending is not, however, always conclusive in every sense; significant closure may require the reader to abide with or adjust to ambiguity 
and uncertainty.   In an essay, discuss the ending of a novel or play of acknowledged literary merit. Explain precisely how and why the ending appropriately or inappropriately concludes the work. Do not merely summarize the plot.

D.	1984	Select a line or so of poetry, or a moment or scene in a novel, epic poem, or play that you find especially memorable. Write an essay in which you identify the line or the passage, explain its relationship to the work in which it is found, and analyze the reason for its effectiveness. Avoid plot summary.

