[bookmark: _GoBack]Modified TP-CASTT: A Method for Poetry Analysis

1. Title: Examine the title before reading the poem. What do you think it means (first impression)?

2. Paraphrase: Translate the poem into your own words (literal/denotation). Resist the urge to jump to interpretation. A failure to understand what happens literally inevitably leads to an interpretive misunderstanding.  You can paraphrase stanzas or the entire poem.
· It is important to look for syntactical units (complete sentences rather than by line): Enjambment vs. end-stopped lines

3. Connotation: Examine the poem for meaning beyond the literal:
 	a.  Are there any words you need to define? Write the word(s) and the definitions:
b.  Are there any “special” words in this poem?  

4-Analysis of the elements of literature/poetry

		  a. Figures of Speech and Imagery:
	  1.  Is there evidence of imagery? Give evidence (text) and what sense?
	  2. Is there evidence of figurative language? Give evidence (text) and what type?

b. Symbolism: Are there any symbols? What do they mean? Are they universal symbols, or do they 
    arise from the particular context of this poem?

		   c. Allusions: 
		     1. Does the poem spring from an identifiable historical moment?
	         2. Are there any allusions to literature or mythology?

		   d. Sound devices- 
			  1. Are there any sound devices (alliteration, assonance, consonance, rhyme)? Give evidence (text)              
              and what device?
		    2. What effect does this/these devices have?

          e. Tone (attitude): 
1. What is the speaker’s tone? 
2. Which words reveal this tone? 
3. Is the poem perhaps ironic? (If so, find it!)


5. Shifts: Note shifts in speaker, attitudes- consider the following:
· Are there shifts in occasion of poem (time and place)?
· Shifts caused by key words (e.g. but, yet)?
· Shifts due to punctuation (dashes, periods, colons…)?
· Shifts due to stanza divisions (meaning between or amongst stanzas)?
· Shifts due to Changes in line and/or stanza length
                              
        If one or more is answered above- what is the effect of the shift on the meaning?

6. Title: Examine the title again, this time on an interpretive level.  After answering 1-5 above, why do you think the author chose that title?

7. Theme/author’s purpose: First list what the poem is about (subjects); then determine what the poet is saying about each of those subjects (theme). Remember, theme/author’s must be expressed as a complete sentence- make worthy of a thesis statement. 

