AP ENGLISH: Wilson


Now covered in a PowerPoint: AP ESSAY SECTION STRATEGIES

TIME FRAME: 

1. You are given 2 hours to write 3 essays. 

2. This means you should spend approximately 40 minutes per essay (more like 35 minutes and 5 to read the passages/questions and plan a short outline).

3. No one will tell you when 40 minutes have passed, so if you intend to stick to this plan, you will want to take a watch to time yourself.

RECOMMENDED GENERAL STRATEGY (though you should do whatever works best for you): 

· Read through all of the questions first so that while you work on whichever one is first, your subconscious can be percolating on the other two.

· Start with whichever essay you think will be easiest.

· Reread the question for the essay you choose to start with.

· Write a 3-point outline. You do not have to follow it if you change your mind as you write, but it helps to have at least an initial direction plotted.

· The reading of the question and the brief outline should take no more than 5 minutes max. After that, put your pen to paper and GO.

· Time yourself for 35-40 minutes. If you reach the end of that time and are not done, leave yourself room to finish it and move on the next essay.

· It’s better to write most of all three essays than to write only 2 essays and skip one, so move on at the 40-minute marker.

· If the two hours are almost over and you have not finished the essay(s) and will not have time to do so, write an outline that explains where you were headed. AP readers do consider these and offer points where possible.
Remember: You may abbreviate titles and character names as long as they are obvious abbreviations.
Remember: the prompt for the poetry and prose passages are basically asking, “What does the author say/mean?” (subject and theme) and “How does he/she says it?” (devices).

Remember: on the poetry and prose essay questions, the prompts may not necessarily ask for a “meaning of the work as a whole” (as in The Shipping News prompt about the life of Quoyle). 

Remember: sometimes the prompts do ask you to talk about overall meaning (as in “Evening Hawk”)
Remember: with the passage in front of you, you should quote directly in snippets, using GCAP incorporation of your quotes/evidence. You do NOT need citations for the AP test (but please put them in when you go to college).
REMINDERS FOR THE OPEN-ENDED QUESTION:
· USUALLY, the first book/play that pops into your mind is the one that will be easiest to write about, but make sure that whichever book/play you decide to use actually fits what the prompt wants you to answer.

· You have prepped 5-6 novels/plays for the note card review assignment, but you are not limited to using those. If another work pops into your head and you think you remember enough of it, go ahead and use that one.

· You DO NOT have to write on one of the books they list for you on the test. Those works are suggestions only, put there more to jog your own memory than to dictate to you what they think you should write about.

· Any book you’ve read for this class is a work of “literary merit.” Any of the works you put on your literary reviews also is fine.

· You take a risk when you use books like Lord of the Rings or novels by popular writers. You have to answer the essay prompt really well to get away with it. 
· You will not have the book in front of you, so you will not have to quote from it. Doing so for me was in preparation for college writing. 

· If you don’t remember character names, use a letter to represent them. You will have to make a note to the AP readers that you have done so. 

· If you can’t remember most of the character names, or your recollection of the plot is sketchy, I would not use that work. 

· DO NOT FORGET THE UNIVERSAL THEME (“THE MEANING OF THE WORK AS A WHOLE”). Refer to it in your intro as the ultimate idea that governs the work and the essay you are about to write. 
· Even if the prompt does not specifically ask for “the meaning of the work as a whole,” AP readers expect you will use one and build your essay around it. 
· This is typically the essay that students can write the most about; it’s usually a good essay to end with, but you can write your essays in whatever order you choose.

REMEMBER: LESS IS MORE

More specific detail and context on fewer examples is better than more examples with less specific detail. 
Remember: For the open-ended question, you need to choose a novel or play of literary merit. You may not use short poems, short stories, musicals, TV shows, or movies. 
NIT-PICKY REMINDERS:

· First and foremost, use what’s on the page to help you. 

· The prompt, for example, may tell you the author and what the text is called (i.e. The Odyssey vs. “Siren Song”). If this is the case, use the information in your introduction and call the poets/authors by name.

· Follow spelling and punctuation that they give you on the page. Odyssey, for example, is italicized, so you know to underline it in your handwritten essays, whereas “Siren Song” is in quotation marks. 

· In the event that the prompt give you an author’s name that is not easily distinguished as male or female (i.e. A. Proulx or Chris Smith), just assign them a gender and go for it. 

· If they do not give an author/title, you’re off the hook and just get to use terms like “the writer” or “the author.” 

· Novel and play titles are underlined.

· Poems and short passages are in “quotation marks.”

· A book of prose is called a book or a novel.

· A play is called a play.

· In the intro, mention the author and title of the work you are going to use.

· After that, refer to the author by his/her last name (du Maurier writes . . . Golding says).

· You can abbreviate titles and character names so long as they are obvious (Ros and Guil; even, perhaps, R and G).

