Week 3 Vocabulary Words and Definitions
tuppence: slang for two-pence, or two pennies 

catechism: a book giving a brief summary of Christianity’s basic principles; a series of questions or instructions
assiduity: constant, diligent effort
imminence: something that is impending or about to happen
comic relief: the intrusion of humor interrupting or immediately following a scene of great excitement. Example: The drunken porter knocks at the door immediately after the killing of King Duncan in Macbeth
irony: a literary term referring to how a person, situation, statement, or circumstance is not as it would actually seem. Many times it is the exact opposite of what it appears to be
similie: a comparison between two different things using like or as. Examples: I am hungry as a horse. The huge trees broke like twigs during the hurricane.
metaphor: a comparison of two things that are basically dissimilar in which one is described in terms of the other. Example: The moon, a haunting lantern, shone through the clouds. 

onomatopoeia: a word whose sound (the way it is pronounced) imitates its meaning. Examples: “roar” “murmur”
ligitious: inclined to take legal action 

IRA: the Irish Republic Army 

speakeasy: a place for the illegal sale and consumption of alcoholic drinks, as during Prohibition in the United States
tone: the atmosphere in a literary work or the attitude the author puts in a literary work. Examples: The gloom and representation of decay is the main tone of Poe’s The Fall of the House of Usher; the tone of Catch-22 is one of sarcasm and absurdity
shillings: coins used in Ireland and England with one-twentieth of a pound 

repentance: deep regret for past sins committed
perfidy: an act of treachery; a breach of trust

contrition: sincere and sorrowful penitence 
