Classical and Biblical Allusions 
 Classical Allusions
Aeneas: the legendary founder of the Roman people. His story of leading the Trojan survivors (of the Trojan War with the Greeks) to Italy is told in Virgil’s Aeneid. 
 Agamemnon:  brother to Menelaus (husband of Helen) and leader in the Greeks’ attack on the Trojans to recover Helen. His wife, Clytemnestra, murdered him when he returned from Troy because he had sacrificed their daughter for the cause of the war.  
 Aphrodite:  Greek goddess of love; her Roman name is Venus.
 Apollo:  son of Zeus, Apollo is the god of prophecy, rationality, healing, music, and the sun. His shrine at Delphi was the most important in Greece; it is where people went to ask the oracle about the future (Oedipus, for example). He is Artemis’ twin.
 Artemis:  Greek goddess of fertility, virginity, the hunt, childbirth, and the moon. Diana to the Romans (Shakespeare alludes to Diana in “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”). She is Apollo’s twin.
 Athena:  Greek goddess of war and wisdom; daughter of Zeus who sprang out of his head full-grown and wearing armor. 
 Bacchus:  Roman god of wine and fertility; Dionysus for the Greeks.  Greek tragedies were written for a festival in Dionysus’ honor. 
 Cassandra:  daughter of Priam, King of Troy who prophesied the destruction of Troy by the Greeks; thus she represents the idea of prophesying doom.
Cerberus:  In Greek mythology, a monstrous dog that guarded the entrance to Hades.
 Ceres:  Roman fertility goddess (associated with grain/cereal—thus the word “cereal”).  Demeter to the Greeks. Demeter’s most famous story was when Hades stole Demeter’s daughter Persephone and took her as his bride in Hades. When the furious Demeter complained, it was worked out that Persephone would spend only three months a year in Hades—during those three months Demeter is sad, and nothing grows (thus explaining the occurrence of winter).
 Daedalus and Icarus: Deadalus (the father of Icarus) made wings for the two to escape their captivity; he warned Icarus to not fly too high b/c the wings were attached with wax, though Icarus did just that and plunged to his death. Thus, the story represents teaching young people to know their limits.
 Delphi: along the slope of Mount Parnassus was the site of the Delphic oracle, the most important oracle in the classical Greek world. The god of prophecy, Apollo, had a temple there where he was worshipped, and many classical stories involve humans going to Delphi to find out either the future or the truth regarding some important matter. A priestess, called a pythia, sat over an opening in the earth and supposedly translated her answers directly from Apollo; often her answers were so ambiguous they had to be interpreted. A famous example of this was when King Croesus asked the pythia if he should attack Persia; her answer was “if you do, a mighty empire will fall.” He did attack Persia and was soundly defeated, and his empire fell.
 Elysium Field:  The part of Hades where the heroic and noble live, where they are much happier than all the other dead.
 Eros:  Greek god of love. Cupid for the Romans.
 Hades:  Greek god of the underworld; also, the name of the underworld.
 Hector:  Son of King Priam; great Trojan warrior who was killed by Achilles. He would yell loud, abusive language at the enemy, thus “hectoring” means to bully or torment.
 Helen of Troy:  A beautiful Greek woman, wife of a Greek king who ran off with Paris, the son of Priam, King of Troy, thus starting the Trojan War. Her face is “the face that launched a thousand ships.”
 Homer: the author of The Iliad and The Odyssey, the two great epic poems of the ancient Greeks. He was revered the way we revere Shakespeare.
 Lethe:  River of oblivion/forgetfulness in Hades (“lethargic” comes from this).
 Mars:  Roman god of war (“martial” comes from this).
 Medea:  Greek sorceress, wife of Jason, who became enraged when Jason married another woman and sought revenge.
 Muses:  Greek goddesses of the arts (museum, music, and mosaic comes from this).
 Narcissus:  beautiful Greek youth who fell in love with his own image when he saw it in a lake/river, and he died of anguish because he could not reach this beloved whom he worshiped. Thus, “narcissism” means excessive self-love or self-worth.
 Neptune:  Roman god of the sea.  The Greek name for him is Poseidon.
 Niobe: Queen of Thebes, she bragged she was greater than the goddess Leto because Leto only had two children (Apollo and Artemis) while Niobe had 14. Leto became furious and sent Apollo and Artemis to kill all of Niobe’s children. She cried so hard for so long the gods took pity on her and turned her into stone, from which pours a stream from her ceaseless tears. Hamlet will allude to Niobe near the beginning of that play.
 Odysseus/Ulysses: Greek warrior in the Trojan War and wanderer after the war, his story is told in Homer’s The Odyssey.  His wife was Penelope and his son was Telemachus. His Roman name is Ulysses. 
 Orpheus:  the greatest musician who ever lived; his songs were so beautiful that they enchanted the gods, wild animals, even rocks. Once while playing while walking through the forest the trees uprooted themselves and followed him down the mountainside, planting themselves by the sea where Orpheus ended his song. His most famous story is when he retrieved his dead wife in Hades; he was told not to look at his wife until out of the underworld, but he turned just moments before leaving Hades and she disappeared forever.
 Pandora:  a Greek woman given to mankind to punish them. She was given a box and told to never open it, but she did and all the evil and misfortune in the world was let out (though she did get the lid back on to contain “hope”). 
 Prometheus: a Titan that stole fire (knowledge) from the gods and gave it to man. Zeus punished him by chaining him to a rock and having an eagle eat out his liver, which grew back every night.
 Psyche:  A beautiful mortal girl loved by Cupid, the god of love.
 Satyrs:  goat-like creatures who lived in the forest with wood nymphs; both are associated with lustfulness (the word nymphomaniac means “a nymph gone crazy” or “one crazy for nymphs”).
 Sirens: three dangerous bird-women whose song seduced passing sailors, who then jumped to their death. Thus, they represent dangerous seductresses.
 Tiresias (tuh REES e us) a blind prophet of Thebes.
 Titans: the generation of gods before the Olympians, who overthrew them in a great ten-year battle.
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 Venus:  Roman goddess of love. Aphrodite for the Greeks. 
 Vulcan:  Roman god of fire; also the blacksmith for the gods. His Greek name is Hephaestus, and his best story is when he caught his wife Aphrodite and Ares (god of war) cheating on him—he had made a magic net that ensnared the gods while they were making love, and the net was lifted up high for all the other gods to come and laugh at.
 Zeus:  Greek king of the Gods.  Jupiter to the Romans.
 Biblical Allusions 
 Abraham and Isaac: the first two patriarchs of the Old Testament. God promised Abraham the land of Canaan (“the promised land”). Abraham showed his obedience to God by following God’s request to sacrifice his own son, Isaac, but was stopped by an Angel.
 Alpha and Omega: the beginning and the end (God says he is this in Revelations)
 Am I my brother's Keeper?: After Cain had murdered his brother Abel, he is asked where Cain was and he replied, “I know not; am I my brother’s keeper?” The phrase symbolizes people’s unwillingness to accept responsibility for the welfare of others.
 Antichrist: a person mentioned in the New Testament as an enemy of Jesus, who will appear before the Second Coming and win over many of Jesus’ followers. 
Cain and Abel: the first children of Adam and Eve. Cain murdered his brother out of jealousy.  
 Chapter and verse: the means of locating a passage in the Bible. In general usage, giving “chapter and verse” means giving precise evidence for a proposition.
 Coat of many colors: a special coat that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.
 David and Goliath: As a youth, David asked to fight the giant Goliath and killed him by hitting him in the forehead with a stone flung from a sling. Thus, a “David and Goliath” contest is an unequal one. 
 Daniel and the Lion's den: during the Babylon captivity, Daniel was punished by being put into a lion’s den; however, he emerged unhurt, having been protected by an angel sent by God.
 Dead bury the dead, Let the: a reply of Jesus when a new disciple of his asked for time to bury his father. Jesus said, “Follow me, and let the dead bury the dead.”
 Eye for an eye: the principle of justice that requires punishment equal in kind to the offense.
 Forbidden fruit: the fruit (usually represented as an apple) of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil in the Garden of Eden. Eve was tempted by Satan to take a bite, which brought about the Fall of Man (also considered the “original sin”). In literature, “forbidden fruit” is something that a person wants but (for various possible reasons) can not and should not have.
 Genesis: (from the Greek word for “origin”)—the first book of the Old Testament. It contains many famous stories, such as Adam and Eve’s and Cain and Abel’s.
 Good Samaritan: a story Jesus tells in the New Testament in order to illustrate that human kindness must be available to all. It involves a Jewish man who was severely beaten and lying in the road: several people who should have helped did not. But then a Samaritan (Samaritans and Jews were enemies) walked by and greatly assisted the man. The story is also known as “the good neighbor.”
 Handwriting on the wall: an expression that means some misfortune is impending, and there’s nothing that can stop it. It comes from the story of Daniel, who was called in to interpret handwriting that mysteriously appeared on a wall in a king’s palace. He correctly interpreted that the king and his kingdom would fall.
 Jericho, Battle of: a battle where God instructed the Jewish leader, Joshua, to have his priests blow their trumpets and all his troops give a great shout. The noise made the city walls of Jericho fall down, and Joshua’s troops rushed in and took the city.
 Jesus: the central figure of Christianity. The noteworthy allusions to him include:
· Annunciation: means “announcement”:  the announcement is from the angel Gabriel to Mary that she would give birth to Jesus, the son of God.      
· Bethlehem: the village near Jerusalem where Jesus was born.
· Nativity: the scene of his birth in a manger.
· The Twelve Apostles: the twelve men Jesus chose to follow him.            
· Last Supper: the mean Jesus ate with his Apostles the night before his crucifixion.             
· Crown of thorns: a mock crown, made from thorn branches, that Roman soldiers put on Jesus’ head before his crucifixion. In common usage, the phrase means anything that causes intense suffering. Similar to the expression “cross to bear.”
· “My god, my god, why has thou forsaken me?”: words spoken by Jesus after being on the cross for three hours.
· Resurrection: the rising of Jesus from his tomb after his death. This event is the basis for the Christian belief that not only Jesus but all Christians will triumph over death. 
· Golden rule: do unto others as you would have them do unto you.
· Turn the other cheek: to accept injuries without seeking revenge.           
· Camel through the eye of a needle: Jesus said, “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”
· Let him who is without sin cast the first stone: what Jesus said to the crowd that was about to stone to death a woman charged with adultery.
· Walk on water: one of Jesus’ many miracles. Walking on water has come to mean when a seemingly impossible task is actually accomplished.
· Mary: Jesus’ mother. Referred to as the Virgin Mary, since Jesus was miraculously conceived while she was a virgin. She is revered for her humility and motherly love.
· Mary Magdalene: in the Gospels, a woman from whom devils had been driven; she became a follower of Jesus.  
· Judas Iscariot: the disciple who betrayed Christ. Thus, a Judas is someone is someone who betrays, especially one who betrays a friend.
 Jezebel: a scheming and shamelessly evil woman.
 Job, Book of: a man whose faith was severely tested by Satan. His family, wealth, and health are stripped from him, but he does not abandon his faith. The phrase “the lord giveth, and the lord taketh away” comes from this story. Someone who patiently suffers is said to have “the patience of Job.”
 John the Baptist: a preacher in the time of Jesus who Christians interpret as being the one who prepared the way for Jesus. His title comes from performing the ceremony of Baptism. While John was imprisoned, Herod (the ruler) promised his stepdaughter, Salome, anything she asked; she asked for the head of John on a platter, and Herod had John beheaded.
 Jonah and the whale: a story in the Old Testament where Jonah, who had refused God’s command to become a prophet, is swallowed by a whale. He lives inside the whale for three days until he is vomited up, after which he took up his prophetic mission.
 Lazarus: A man brought back to life by Jesus. He symbolizes a person who comes back after everyone has written them off. 
 Leviathan: a sea monster associated with the forces of evil and chaos.
 Methuselah: grandfather of Noah, he was said to be 969 years old. Thus, “Methuselah” is an extremely old person. 
 Moses: In the Old Testament, he led the Israelites out of enslavement in Egypt, parting the Red Sea at one point. He also received the Ten Commandments from, which became the heart of the divine law of Old Testament.
 Noah's Ark and the Flood: from the Book of Genesis, the story of how God would punish mankind for their wickedness by flooding the earth. God commanded Noah to build an Ark and put two pairs of the earth’s animals on it, along with his family. 
 Prodigal son: a prodigal son is one that wastes his wealth and inheritance. Jesus told the story of the prodigal son who was welcomed back by his father to illustrate how generous God is in forgiving sinners who repent.
 Revelation, Book of: the last book of the New Testament, also called the Apocalypse, which tells (or “reveals”) the violent end of the world. It describes Armageddon, the Second Coming of Jesus, Judgment Day and a “new Heaven and a new earth.” The phrase the “Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse” comes from Revelation; they represent the evils to come.
 Samson and Delilah: Samson was a strong man betrayed by his lover, Delilah, who found out Samson’s secret was his long hair. She cut it and called in his enemies, the Philistines. In captivity, Samson’s hair grew back and he brought the Philistines’ banquet hall down on their heads.
 Sodom and Gomorrah: two evil cities that God destroyed. He had sent messengers to warn any good person to leave, and they only found one, Lot. While leaving the messengers warned Lot’s family not to look back, but Lot’s wife did it anyway and turned into a pillar of salt.
 Solomon: a Hebrew king known for his wisdom.
 Tithe: a tenth part of one’s annual income that is given to the Church.
 Tower of Babel: A tower some of Noah’s descendents built, which was supposed to reach all the way to heaven. God punished them by making them all speak different languages so they couldn’t complete the tower. Somewhat analogous to the Icarus story.
 Valley of the shadow of death: from the Twenty-third Psalm, the expression stands for the perils of life, from which God protects the believers. 
 Wolf in sheep’s clothing: a false prophet; from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.
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