AP TEST REVIEW

(Covered now in PowerPoint: see Grovesite)

POETRY AND PROSE ESSAY QUESTIONS

There are three essays on the AP Test. The open-ended question we have already begun prepping for via your literature review packet. 

The other two essays are for poetry and prose analysis, and the creators of the AP test pick the passages for you.

A. There are usually 2-3 parts to the prompt. Your essay must address ALL parts of the prompt. 
Examples: 

From poetry questions: 

1. The following two poems present animal-eye views of the world. Read each poem carefully. Then write an essay in which you analyze the techniques used in the poems to characterize the speakers and convey differing views of the world.

2. Read the following poem carefully. Then, write a well-organized essay in which you analyze the techniques the poet uses to convey his attitude toward the places he describes. 

From prose questions: 

1. Jane Austen’s novel Northanger Abbey (1818) opens with the following passage. Read the passage carefully. Then, in a well-organized essay, analyze the literary techniques Austen uses to characterize Catherine Morland.

2. Read the passage below. Then, in a well-developed essay, discuss how the narrator’s style reveals his attitude toward the people he describes.

B. The current trend 1n the AP test prompts is not to name techniques/devices for you. As you will note in the boxed prompts above, the prompt will only ask you to examine “techniques” or “style,” which is essentially the same thing.
Occasionally, however, the prompt will give you a “laundry list” of devices to choose from. 

· If they do so, they will name more than you can address in an essay of 40 minutes, so you will have to choose 2-3 that stand out to you. 

· If they do so, those devices will probably be the ones most readily apparent in the passage.

· If they do so, you are NOT obligated to write about those particular devices. 

· You are free to write about whichever YOU see as most important, even if the device is not mentioned in their list.

· This last bit is especially important for devices they might list that you are not confident in writing about. It should be a relief to you that you can write about whichever devices you understand most clearly. 

Example of a question with a “laundry list”:
Read the following poem carefully, paying particular attention to the physical intensity of the language. Then write a well-organized essay in which you explain how the poet conveys not just a literal description of picking blackberries, but a deeper understanding of the whole experience. You may wish to include analysis of such as diction, imagery, metaphor, rhyme, rhythm and form.
C. You are not trying to prove how your quotes demonstrate the techniques. Usually, once you quote it, you have proven that you understand how to identify the device. The exception would be for extended metaphor, where you have to link the pieces of the metaphor to their figurative meanings. In most cases, though, once you’ve quoted the portion that demonstrates the device, you should then try to connect your information to whatever issue the prompt is concerned with. 

Example of proving the devices instead of connecting to significance/meaning: 

Sylvia Plath personifies a mirror in her poem. “I am silver and exact. I have no preconceptions,” the mirror says. Since the mirror is a narrator, and since the mirror has thoughts, this is giving human attributes to a nonhuman thing, which shows the personification. 

Example of connecting to significance/meaning:

Sylvia Plath personifies a mirror in her poem. “I am silver and exact. I have no preconceptions,” the mirror says, relating how its nature is to tell the truth about whatever subject splashes into its view.
D. Avoid “nothing statements.” These typically are general statements or unhelpful comments. They take up room you could dedicate to specific information.
Examples of nothing statements:

The poems have many similarities, but they also are very different. 

When “The hawk glides/ on the last light,” this image enables readers to feel the wind beneath the hawk’s wings and see the hawk clearly in the sky, which makes the poem more relatable.

Correcting those nothing statements:

Name the similarities and differences: The poems have a similar theme in that both poets are worried they will not accomplish what they want to before they die. While both poets use metaphor to convey this, Keats also uses apostrophe while Longfellow’s meaning is detected in the structure of the Italian sonnet.

Relate the images/devices to their contribution to meaning/significance: When “the hawk glides/ on the last light,” the image signals how the hawk seems to be calling down the sunset, and the fact that darkness is coming is symbolic of how bad things have become for the world in general.

E. Do not use citations on the AP test. The people reading your essays do not expect you to take the time to put them in, and so you are excused from the requirement since you are writing under pressure and need every spare second to get your content onto paper. 

F. Sometimes poetry/prose prompts ask you to state an overall meaning. Sometimes they do not, but rather point you to make a summative statement about a particular topic. For poetry/prose essays (not the open-ended question), if they do not ask for universal theme, you do not have to provide one. 

Example of a poetry/prose question asking for a universal theme:

Read the following poem carefully. Then write a well-organized essay in which you analyze how the poet uses language to convey mood and meaning.
Example of a poetry/prose question NOT asking for a universal theme:

Read carefully the following passage from the beginning of a contemporary novel. Then write an essay in which you analyze how the author’s use of language generates a vivid impression of Quoyle as a character. 
G. If you are comparing two poems, you do not have to find a universal theme that applies to both of them. In fact, that may be impossible. Each poem can have its own universal theme. 
H. If you are absolutely lost and cannot understand/recognize devices within a work you have to write about, then you can do what we did for the first three poetry writes and just focus on a really well-articulated explanation of the poem’s meaning (and whatever other issue the prompt may ask you to address). You will not score in the top-tier, but you may get some credit where otherwise you might not. 

You can also do this if you can only recognize one device in a literary work. You can focus first on that device and then just explain the meaning. Again, I do not know how much credit you will receive, but it would be better than leaving the essay blank. 

J. If you are running short of time, it is better to write 2-3 solid paragraphs for every essay than to not answer a prompt at all. 

K. Devices you’ve had trouble with.

Imagery: 
1. You must either pick key images and relate them to how they affect meaning or are significant to the poem

OR

2. You must group them and give the term “imagery” a descriptive tag. This can be “visual” imagery or “images of darkness” or whatever suits the poem. 

· You must then quote the phrase or sentence that contains the image.

· Remember, in the case of #2, you are looking at collected images that all relate similar stimuli. It stands to reason, then, that you should provide more than one example of that type of image. 

Grammatically: the device is known as imagery, but in poems, we have an image or images. I have seen more than a few people write something to the effect of “The imageries in the poem . . . “

Remember letter D’s admonition above: AP readers do not care that the reader sees the picture in his head—by definition, that’s what imagery does. When you say, “The image makes the reader see the dark room,” it’s like you’re trying to explain why 2+2 = 4. You don’t need to do it. Instead, connect that image to significance or meaning.

Diction: 

Diction is only a helpful study if one of the following three things is true:

1. The collected words create an implied metaphor (“Caged Bird”). 
a. In this instance, you would need to create a “tag” for what type of diction it is, just as you do for imagery above

b. Example: Maya Angelou uses the diction of imprisonment OR the diction of oppression, etc.
2. The collected words enable you to make a summation about the given subject

I.e.: The diction choices reveal an exuberant mood, as the dog bounds from one activity to the next.

3. A single word or words is an unusual word to choose for the given topic (the caged bird opens his “throat” to sing and not his mouth, etc.)
Last, in quoting as you write about diction, you MUST use GCAP and quote individual words or, at most, two-three words together. It is not a true study of word choice if you are quoting entire phrases and sentences.

Metaphor: 

Remember, if you are talking about metaphor, the metaphor has two terms ____ = _____. 

An example would be how the caged bird = an African-American in Jim Crow days.

Many of you, though, identify the term, but then relate it to an interpretation and not a specific term. 

· Example: Maya Angelou’s trapped bird in her poem is a metaphor for how African-American people have been mistreated for centuries and should be set free. 

· You have to first name the two terms and then you can elaborate on what the metaphor means. What the above example demonstrates is that you do not understand what metaphor is or cannot locate the terms being compared. 
Dramatic Irony: 
Many of you are trying to say that there is dramatic irony in “The Chimney Sweeper” (Songs of Experience) poem because we realize that the parents have mistreated the child even if the child does not. Likewise, I have people claiming that there is dramatic irony in “A Barred Owl” because we know the owl outside the young child’s window is eating in a gruesome fashion, even if the child does not know it. Tom Dacre also does not work for dramatic irony in “The Chimney Sweeper” (Songs of Innocence), as he 1) knows what’s done to him is wrong (he cries when his head is shaved) and 2) he is not the main character of the poem.
The distinction you need to get squared away in your head is that dramatic irony is mostly associated with the main character. There is no dramatic irony, then, in “CS” (Songs of Experience) or “Owl.” There is, however, dramatic irony in “The Chimney Sweeper” (Songs of Innocence) because the main character—the narrator of the poem—does not understand his plight even though we do.

You’d have dramatic irony everywhere otherwise, so stick to the protagonist or the main concern of the poem. 
