Outline for an Effective Essay

I.
Introduction Paragraph


A. 
Strong opening that effectively catches the reader’s attention (attention grab)



1. Question that relates to topic



2. Quotation that relates to topic



3. Startling or interesting fact that relates to topic



4. Short or interesting anecdote that relates to topic



5. General statements that relates to topic and lead to thesis


B.  
Thesis Statement- clearly states main point of essay 



1. May be a general statement that encompasses all main ideas



2. May signify each topic (that could suggest the pattern of organization)


C.  
Thesis Statement- DOES NOT HAVE REDUNDANT STATEMENTS

 

SUCH AS: “In this essay I will tell... or “This essay will show that...”.

II.  
Each Body Paragraph


A. 
Begins with A TOPIC SENTENCE that tells the MAIN IDEA of the paragraph.

              1.  T.S. may also serve as transition sentences that lead from the last topic to the next.



2.  Most of the time, the T.S. has a transition to signal the reader a new idea is 



     presented



3.  T.S. should directly relate back to proving the thesis.  


B.  
With in each body paragraph, there should be transition words and phrases to 



signal and guide the reader through the paragraph.


C.  
For every assertion made (fact or reason), the writer gives more information to 



further explain or illustrate what is meant.  The details always answer “why” or 



“how” for the reader.   Such techniques are but not limited to including:



1.  More detailed facts and statistics



2.  Sensory detail 



3.  Figurative language



4.  Incidents (something that may have occurred like an anecdote)



5.  Examples



6.  Quotations


  
7.  List of reasons


D.  
Everything in the paragraph should relate to and support the topic and main 



idea of the paragraph, which inadvertently, supports the thesis of the paper.


E.  
The paragraph should have closure.

III.
Concluding Paragraph


A.
Wraps up the ideas expressed in the paper.



1.  It restates the thesis (in other words)



2.  It summarizes the main points (topics) in a general way.


B.
It may do one of the following for closure.



1.  Makes a prediction



2. Asked an unanswered or unasked question that makes the reader think



3.  Utilizes the attention grab to make the essay come “full circle”

*For good online examples of basic essays visit the following websites:

http://www.gc.maricopa.edu/English/essay/index.html, http://franklin-high.org/kehoe/essaypage.html

**For literary analysis: http://www.cod.edu/people/faculty/fitchf/readlit/wrtganalytical.htm

Good Lead-Ins

The first few sentences of an essay are important.  The beginning of an essay should capture the reader’s attention and make him or her want to continue to read.  The lead-in not only catches the reader’s attention, but announces the subject matter and tone of the essay (humorous, persuasive, serious), and it helps the reader understand what is coming in the essay.

There are several ways to begin an essay in an interesting way:

1.  Use a paradox or an intriguing statement.  

“Eat two chocolate bars and call me in the morning,” says the psychiatrist to his patient.  Such advice sounds like a chocoholic’s dream, but recent studies have confirmed that chocolate helps individuals who suffer from anxiety and depression.

2.  A shocking statement.

The gods, they say, give breath, and they take it away. But the same could be said—could it not—of the humble comma?  

3.  A question
Just what will it take to satisfy the football fans in Miami? They have a coach who has won more games than any other coach in football history, and yet the cries for a new coach rise high above Pro Player Stadium.

4. A quotation or a literary allusion

Ecclesiastes III is a reminder: “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”  Therefore, there certainly is a time to keep silence and a time to speak. The time is long past due when someone must speak out in favor of adoptive parents who must suffer the trauma of having their adoptive children taken away from them after lovingly parenting them for years, 

5. A relevant story, joke, or anecdote 

My teacher asked, “Why do you hand in all your assignments late?” I said, “I hand them in on time. You just expect them all early.” I have had to learn the hard way that completing assignments on time is just one way to show that I can accept responsibility as a mature student. 

6. A description. Often used for emotional appeal:

At the scene of an accident a mother and a father stare with teary eyes at the bloody corpse of their sixteen year old son. The son was only sixteen, too old to be a child but too young to be an adult. He had been to a party that night, and he thought he was OK when it came time to drive himself home. He thought wrong. 

7. A factual statement or a summary who-what-when-where-and why lead-in

More than 51 percent of the patients referred to the Roxey Bolton Rape Treatment Center at Jackson Memorial Hospital are under 11. Seventy-nine percent of the 2,000 victims the center sees every year are under 18. When it comes to addressing the needs of children who have been raped and sexually abused, Dade County is falling short. 

8. An analogy or contrast

If Rip Van Winkle were to awaken in the late twentieth century, he would feel lost in a technological society, but he would feel quite at home in our schools. The way many teachers teach has not changed for the last 50 years!

9. A personal experience

I knew I must not reveal my age when my students told me that anyone past the age 37 should not teach high school because s/he was too old to relate to teen-agers! The attitudes toward older people in the United States are unlike those of other countries where elderly people are respected and reverted. 

10. A catalogue of relevant examples

“Titanic,” “Pocahontas,” “The Lion King,” and “As Good as it Gets” are just a few box office hits that proves that Americans are hungry for movies that are not violent and sexually explicit. 

11. Statement of a problem or a popular misconception

Some think that the only individuals interested in classical music are elderly people who are out-of-touch with what is in vogue. The Classics for Classy Teens is a newly-formed organization that seeks to dispel this myth.

