Reason and Example Model
Agree or Disagree: “Money is the root of all evil.”

Position: While this statement is certainly true in many instances, there are other types of motivating factors that contribute to evil in the world.

Reason # 1: The desire for power can be just as corrupting as the desire for money.


Example: Did Saddam Hussein continue to reign in Iraq solely because he wanted to accumulate more personal wealth?  Not likely.  His motives appeared to be governed by the continuation of ruthless acts that he deemed necessary to maintain control over his people.

Reason # 2: Like power, pride is another powerful motivator, and when it is wounded, it can be dangerous.


Example: All too often we see this happen in relationships.  Just this week, a man spurned by his girlfriend began shooting a BB gun at the restaurant where she worked.  Luckily, he was apprehended before anyone was hurt.  Not only do we see examples of pride contributing to the violence in our everyday lives, but also in literature going as far back as The Iliad, where the argument between Achilles and Agamemnon had grave consequences for the men under their command.

Reason # 3: A frequently overlooked cause of evil is that of ignorance, often as we see it manifested in prejudice.


Example: Many Americans have come to understand that a contributing factor to racism can be traced to a lack of understanding between people of different races.  How many white Americans now have a different perspective of African Americans after reading books by Maya Angelou or Alice Walker, or viewing movies like Glory or Amistad, or simply by listening to Oprah every day?
