AP ENGLISH: Wilson


AP TEST DAY CHECK LIST

Wednesday in the afternoon/evening:
· Study your literary device definitions sheet

· Read over your lit review sheets on works you want to be familiar with

· Read through Sparksnotes, etc. on any work beyond the review sheets that you’d like to be familiar with

· Read through old essays and comments from Mrs. Wilson

Do not try to review everything you’ve read over the course of the years. It will not stick. It is better for you to know 5-6 novels/plays well than it is to know 10-12 only partially well.

It is important that you get a good night’s rest on Wednesday (if not all week). 
Thursday morning, before school:
I strongly recommend you eat breakfast, even if you do not normally do so. It’s a three-and-a-half hour test with only a short break between the Multiple Choice and essay sections. So please eat, even if it is not your usual habit. Eat protein and/or something that will stick with you. Take some sort of snack for your break and some water or whatever drink will keep you hydrated and alert. 

You need to be at school at 7:30 a.m. Yes, I know that is hard, but you can do it. 

Ms. Griffin will pass out test materials prior to 8 a.m., and the test WILL BEGIN with or without you at 8 a.m. She WILL NOT allow extra time for you to finish if you are late for some reason, so get to school by 7:30 to ensure you are not holding every one else up for announcements. Tell your little brother Jimmy that if he is not ready to leave when you are, he’s going to walk to school. Same goes for carpool people—if they object to coming so early, ask them to make other arrangements.
You must remember there are some occasions in life that are not solely about you. It’s VERY RUDE if you walk in late and either hold people up and/or disturb fellow classmates around you.
Test materials you need to bring:
· A #2 mechanical pencil that you know has lots of lead OR 2-3 #2 pencils that are sharpened BEFORE 8 A.M.

· A very good eraser.

· A blue or black pen that you know has lots of ink and works properly. This is needed for the essay portion.

· A watch so you can pace yourself. You will not be permitted to have your cell phones out, so you will have to bring a watch to keep track of time during the test.

REMINDERS ABOUT THE TEST ITSELF
Multiple-Choice Section:
· 55-60 questions on 4-5 poetry and prose passages

· Scoring has changed: there is no penalty for wrong answers or skipped answers. You get credit only for what you get right. 
· You should go ahead and guess, then, and even fill in random circles if you are running out of time.

· If there is a question you do not understand and/or feel is too difficult, leave it blank and come back to it later.

· Two strategies for the Multiple Choice section. Pick one and use it:

1. Read the questions first so that you can be looking for their answers while you read the passages.

2. Start by reading the passage, focusing very intently as you read, making notes to yourself as you go. You do not really have time to read the passages twice, so go through it thoroughly and well the first time (some of you skim, I think, and I do not recommend doing that on this test, though you do have to read quickly).

Essay Questions:

· The essays are each worth the same amount, but you will most likely write more on the open-ended question than either of the other two. This is normal.

· For the poetry and prose analysis, be sure to read the selections carefully, quickly marking places you notice as significant for whatever reason (theme located, device used, etc.)

· Write a brief outline of what you will write about

· ANSWER ALL PARTS OF THE PROMPT
Lastly, relax. Half of last year’s seniors walked out of that test feeling as though they had not done well at all. If you feel this way as you are taking the test, take a deep breath and tell yourself to ignore that feeling for the moment. You will do better than you may feel at the time, and you can fret over that feeling later. 

If it matters to you: I do not base my opinion of you as a person on your test score. I of course want you to do well, but ultimately, this is not important in the overall scheme of the universe. You are important for way many more reasons than how you do on a test. 

