
“Contents of the Dead Man’s Pocket” Study Guide
I. LITERARY TERMS:  Be able to define each term and apply each term to the story.

■Suspense    


■Chronological Order  

  ■Conflict(and types)  
    ■ Inciting Incident    


■Plot(and parts)
· Who is the protagonist in the story? ______________________________________________________
· Describe the mood of the story:___________________________________________________________
· Who is the narrator? What is the Point of View? ____________________________________________
· What is the theme of the story?___________________________________________________________
II. COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS:

1. What does Tom Benecke’s use of a typewriter suggest about the time in which this story is set?

2. When the story begins, what is happening in the Benecke house?  What is Tom doing? His wife, Clare?
3. Remember that conflict can take one of two forms-internal and external. What type of conflict is Tom facing in his conversation with Clare on pg. 16? 
4. What incident starts the story’s main conflict? (inciting incident) 
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Why is Tom upset about the loss of the paper?

6. What caused the sheet of paper to fly out the window? 

7. What does Tom decide to do to resolve the conflict?
8. How high is the ledge? 

9. What might the apartment represent to Tom? What effect does its disappearance have on Tom? 

10. What nearly causes Tom to fall?

11. After Tom retrieves the paper, he gets extremely frightened.  What frightens him? 
12. What is the only thing keeping Tom from reaching his apartment? 

13. Why wouldn’t anyone else understand the contents of the yellow sheet? 
14. List two ways Tom attempted to fix his problem. What did he do to try to get inside?
15. What effect does the realization that he might die have on Tom?

16. How long had Clare been gone when Tom glanced at his watch?
17. Name one of the methods Tom tried to use to get the attention of the people below.
18. How does the author prolong and build suspense in the lead-up to the climactic moment?

19. Why is the story titled, “Contents of a Dead Man’s Pocket?
20. What one word did Tom yell when he was about to hit the window with his clenched fist? 
21. When Tom got back inside, why did he go to his closet to get his topcoat?
22. What happened to the yellow sheet at the end of the story? How did Tom react?
23. Based on Tom’s actions at the very end of the story, what can you infer is the story’s theme? 
24. How does this story compare with that of the poem on page 28?
