SPECIFIC THINGS TO LOOK FOR IN BEOWULF:

· Alliteration and Kennings

· Elements of an Epic Hero

· Honor

· Conflict between Christianity and Pagan Religions

· Similarity to the life, death, resurrection of Christ

· Images of hell, death, Satan, the grave – evil in general

· Ideas about the afterlife

After each response,  put the line number(s) where the answer may be found.  This will help you to review later, as well as to find answers during class discussion.  

The Battle with Grendel’s Mother (Lines 450-622)

1. Is the monster’s home in shallow or deep waters?  What textual evidence supports your answer?

2. How does Grendel’s mother “greet” Beowulf?  What happens?

3. Describe the monster’s lair.

4. What does Beowulf realize about his trusted sword, Hrunting?  What is his solution to the problem?

5. What characteristics of an epic hero does Beowulf display during his fight with Grendel’s mother?

6. What weapon does Grendel’s mother use?  Describe its appearance.

7. Why does Grendel’s mother fight so fiercely against Beowulf?

8. What saves Beowulf from being killed by Grendel’s mother’s dagger?

9. Visualize Beowulf lying on the ground, “stretched on his back” as he fights Grendel’s mother.  What would be required for a prostrate body, with outstretched arms, lying on the ground to fight such a large opponent?  How is this image similar to a resurrection?

10. What gives Beowulf the strength to continue the fight? 

11. What does Beowulf find on the wall, and what is unique about it?

12. How does Beowulf use this object to fight Grendel’s mother?

13. What does Beowulf do to Grendel for final revenge?

14. Do any of these passages remind you of other works of literature, art, religion, history, etc?  What are those things?  What connection might they have to the characters, plot or message of Beowulf?

The Final Battle, The Spoils, The Farewell (Lines 623-869)

1. What is the tone of Beowulf’s farewell speech?

2. To what extent has Beowulf remained an epic hero?

3. What unexpected event causes Beowulf to become concerned?

4. How do lines 738-741 describe Beowulf’s views of the afterlife?

5. How does Beowulf begin to surrender to death?

6. Where are Beowulf’s trusted warrior friends during this battle?  Why do you think they desert Beowulf now?

7. Only one man, Wiglaf, decides to fight beside Beowulf.  Why doesn’t he run with everyone else?  What reasoning does he give for staying with Beowulf, and, therefore, facing death?

8. For what does Beowulf say he “sold his life”?
9. What does Beowulf ask Wiglaf to do after he dies?
10.  What “inheritance” does Beowulf give Wiglaf?

11. How do the Geats regard their dead king?

12. Do any of these passages remind you of other works of literature, art, religion, history, etc?  What are those things?  What connection might they have to the characters, plot or message of Beowulf?
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