Annotating

Mark the Thesis and Main Points of the Piece 

· If it is a formal essay- mark the thesis and the main idea of each body paragraph.

· If it is non-fiction, mark the thesis and the important points in each body paragraph

· If it is fiction, mark any points relating to fiction, some are but not limited to:  theme, characterization, setting, plot, symbol, allusion, point of view, imagery

Mark Key Terms and Unfamiliar Words
· Create a system for yourself- underline, circle, highlight

· Look the word up or write it in a word journal

Underline Important Ideas and Memorable Images 

· Create a system for yourself- underline, circle, highlight

Write Your Questions and/or Comments in the Margins of the Piece 

· These can be notes to clarify what you are reading

· These can be notes to help you study

· These can be personal comments

· These can be 

Write any Personal Experience Related to the Piece 

· This can help you remember what you read

Mark Confusing Parts of the Piece, or Sections that Warrant a Reread 

· This can be used to ask the instructor for discussion

· This can help you study- ask others

· This can help you remember where to return for a closer read

Underline the Sources, if any, the Author has Used 

· Create a system for yourself- underline, circle, highlight
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