Hamlet Recitation
You may choose to memorize one of the following passages or any passage from a character’s monologue or soliloquy that is between 115 – 150 words in length.  The end of the passage should be chosen because it completes a thought. You may also work with a partner if you would like to memorize a conversation between two characters.  Your lines must be approved by me and submitted in MLA format with spacing at 1.5.  Note the two following examples.

Your presentation score will be based on accuracy, volume, fluency, and expression.

To be, or not to be: that is the question:
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,
And by opposing end them? To die: to sleep;
No more; and by a sleep to say we end
The heart-ache and the thousand natural shocks
That flesh is heir to, 'tis a consummation
Devoutly to be wish'd. To die, to sleep;
To sleep: perchance to dream: ay, there's the rub;
For in that sleep of death what dreams may come
When we have shuffled off this mortal coil,
Must give us pause: there's the respect
That makes calamity of so long life. (3.1.64-77)
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O, what a rogue and peasant slave am I!

Is it not monstrous that this player here,

But in a fiction, in a dream of passion, 

Could force his soul so to his own conceit 

That from her working all (his ) visage waned,

Tears in his eyes, distraction in his aspect,

A broken voice, and his whole function suiting

With forms to his conceit – and all for nothing!

For Hecuba!

What’s Hecuba to him, or he to Hecuba,

That he should weep for her? What would he do 

Had he the motive and the cue for passion

That I have?  He would drown the stage with tears

And cleave the general ear with horrid speech,

Make mad the guilty and appall the free,

Confound the ignorant and amaze indeed

The very faculties of eyes and ears. (2.2.577-593) 
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